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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
OPA2304PC 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/009730 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCT/IPEA/416 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
31 July 2003 (31.07.2003) 



Priority date {day/month/year) 

31 July 2002 (31.07.2002) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
E04B 2/02, 1/02, G06F 17/60, 17/50 



Applicant 



JAPAN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AGENCY 



1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. d] (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. D (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 

— __ , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. II 
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Box No. Ill 
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Box No. IV 
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Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Date of submission of the demand 

25 February 2004 (25.02.2004) 



Date of completion of this report 

18 March 2004 (18.03.2004) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



IntHlRor 



IRonal application No. 
PCT/JP2003/009730 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2 * 2? rfT 1 * eleme !£ 0f ±Q intema *<>nal application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation tinder Article 14 m e referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
ana are not annexed to this report): 

[_<] The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description: 

pagCS — ' ___ , as originally filed/furnished 

pages * . . m received by this Authority on 

P a S es * received by this Authority on 

| | the claims: 

pagCS ■ — . , as originally filed/furnished 

pages > as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 

P a S es * received by this Authority on 

P a S es * . received by this Authority on ~~ 

I I the drawings: 

pagCS ■ , as originally filed/furnished 

P a S e s* . received by this Authority on 

P a S es * received by this Authority on " 

D a se q« e nce listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): ___ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): _ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
Se702(c)) y ^ COnsidered to g0 beyond the d 'sd°sure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

the description, pages ' 

I | the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



Y REPORT ON PATENTABILITY .] 



Dnal application No. 

PCT/JP03/09730 



Box No. m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

the entire international application. 



claims Nos. 1-5, 7-11 

because: 

the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 1-5. 7-1 1 



relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

Claims 1-5 pertain to a scheme for performing purely mental acts, and claims 7-11 pertain to a 
computer program. 



| [ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. m 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify) : 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 
by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 1-5. 7-11 



the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in mat: 

the written form Q has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 

the. tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with 
the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

see Supplemental Box for further details. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. m) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELEVOTKRY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 6,12-16 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 6,12-16 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 6,12-16 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1 . WO, 02/2091 3, Al (JAPAN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CORP.), 1 4 March 2002 

2. Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 172772/1985 (Laid-open No. 80915/1987) (SHIGEO NAKAO), 23 
May 1987 

3. US, 2002/0032546, Al (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD.), 14 March 
2002 

None of the aforesaid documents 1-3 describes or suggests the point about bricks having a 
surface dimension ratio that is a 1 :2 vertical/horizontal ratio, vertically penetrating the center of the 
first square half part of the aforesaid brick with a bolt insertion hole having a diameter smaller than a 
nut's diameter, and vertically penetrating the center of the second square half part of the aforesaid 
brick with a hollow part capable of accommodating the nut. 

Also, none of the aforesaid documents 1-3 describes or suggests the point about having a data 
processing device to generate model data for allocating odd number stage and even number stage 
bricks conforming to a grid and to automatically generate plan data for brick allocation using the 
aforesaid brick allocation model data. 

Therefore the subject matter of claims 6 and 12-16 is novel and involves an inventive step, and 
pertains to a system for allocating bricks or brick wall construction, so it clearly has industrial 
applicability. 



>nal application No. 

z PCT/JP03/09730 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



